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Healthy Moms and Babies
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This educational activity is jointly provided 
by AXIS Medical Education, The John D. 

Thompson Hospice Institute for Education, 
Training and Research, Inc. and the 
Connecticut Hospital Association.

At the conclusion of this program, participants will be 
able to:

• Describe how Social Determinants of Health (SDOH) 
affect maternal health and serve as a framework for 
improving Population Health 

• Explain the work of the Amniotic Fluid Embolism 
(AFE) Foundation, and the role healthcare workers 
play in reducing the number of AFEmbolism patients 

• Discuss trends in maternal mortality causes in the 
U.S., and where CT is in the Maternal Mortality review 
process

• Describe plans of the CT Maternal Mortality Review 
Committee to implement improvement changes

• Recognize the variability in pediatric emergency 
preparedness in Connecticut Hospitals

• Discuss how standardization of medication and 
equipment can increase patient safety in community 
hospitals

• Explain how participation in state-wide pediatric code 
cart standardization initiative will benefit patients 

Registration: 
11:15 a.m. - 11:45 a.m.

Program: 
11:45 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

Registration
There is no fee, but pre-registration is 
required. 

To register online, visit https://
cthosp.org/eventcalendar/index.
cfm?action=register&date=43794&id=841

Connecticut Hospital Association
110 Barnes Road
Wallingford, CT 06492-0090

For directions, visit http://www.cthosp.org/
about-cha/directions/.

Join us for the annual Connecticut Perinatal Quality 
Collaborative conference at CHA, focused on Safe Care 
and Unexpected Events.  The conference will include a 
presentation by Miranda Klassen, Executive Director of the 
Amniotic Fluid Embolism Foundation, a non-profit advocacy 
and research organization, and two of her colleagues.  

The Conference will also include sessions on the 
relationship between social determinants of health and 
maternal health, the Maternal Mortality Review process, and 
the Pediatric Emergency Response in Community hospitals.  

This conference is designed for prenatal care providers, 
obstetricians, labor and delivery nurses, and others who 
work with this patient population.
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Agenda

11:15 a.m. – 11:45 a.m. Registration

11:45 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. Welcome Remarks

12:00 p.m. – 1:00 p.m. Social Determinants of Health and Maternal Health
    Mary Cooper, MD, JD, Associate Professor, Population Health, Jefferson College   
    of Population Health

1:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m. Amniotic Fluid Embolism
    Amniotic Fluid Embolism Foundation

2:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. Maternal Mortality: How a Small State Can be Part of a Big Problem
    Audrey Merriam, MD, Yale School of Medicine

3:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. PERCH:  Pediatric Emergency Response in Community Hospitals
    Beth Natt, MD, Connecticut Children’s

4:00 p.m.   Closing Remarks and Evaluations

Speaker Bios
Mary Cooper, MD, JD, is Associate Professor at the Jefferson College of Population Health (JCPH) at Thomas Jefferson 
University in Philadelphia, PA.  Dr. Cooper also serves as Program Director of the Healthcare Quality & Safety (HQS) 
degree programs where she is responsible for all Capstone Projects in HQS, oversight of the HQS curriculum and 
education in Population Health Academies and certificate programs.  She is Program Director for the Operational 
Excellence program at JCPH and  the co-Lead for Health System Sciences in the redesign of the curriculum for Sidney 
Kimmel Medical College at Thomas Jefferson University. 

Miranda Klassen, is the Executive Director of the Amniotic Fluid Embolism Foundation, a non-profit advocacy and 
research organization she founded in 2008 after nearly losing her life when she suffered an amniotic fluid embolism 
(AFE) during the birth of her son.  Ms. Klassen is responsible for defining and implementing the organization’s overall 
business and marketing strategic plan and oversees its day-to-day operations.  She is an investigator for the Amniotic 
Fluid Embolism Patient Registry at Baylor College of Medicine in Houston, Texas.

Audrey Merriam, MD, MS, is an Assistant Professor, Department of Obstetrics, Gynecology and Reproductive 
Sciences, Yale School of Medicine.  Dr. Merriam earned a Master of Science in Biostatistics from the Mailman School of 
Public Health at Columbia University and a Doctor of Medicine from the University of Vermont College of Medicine.  
She was a Fellow at Columbia University/New York Presbyterian Hospital and a Resident at Christiana Care Health 
System.

Beth Natt, MD, MPH, SFHM, is Director of Pediatric Hospital Medicine, Regional Programs, at Connecticut Children’s, 
and Associate Professor of Pediatrics in the Department of Pediatrics at the University of Connecticut School of 
Medicine.  Prior to joining Connecticut Children’s, she served as the Medical Director of Inpatient Pediatrics at Yale New 
Haven Children’s Hospital’s Bridgeport Campus.  Dr. Natt earned a Bachelor of Science in Biology from Bates College, a 
Master of Public Health, and Doctor of Medicine from the University of Connecticut.  



Accreditation

This Activity has been planned and implemented in accordance with the Essential Areas and Policies of the Accreditation 
Council for Continuing Medical Education (ACCME) through the joint sponsorship of The John D. Thompson Hospice 
Institute for Education, Training and Research, Inc. and The Connecticut Hospital Association.  The John D. Thompson 
Hospice Institute for Education, Training and Research, Inc. is accredited by the Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical 
Education (ACCME) to provide continuing medical education for physicians.  The John D. Thompson Hospice Institute for 
Education, Training and Research, Inc. designates this educational activity for a maximum of 4.00 AMA PRA Category 1 
Credits™.  Physicians should only claim credit commensurate with the extent of their participation in the activity.
DISCLOSURE:  The speakers and the members of the Planning Committee do not have any commercial or financial interest 
which would bias the presentation.

For additional information, contact CHA Education Services at 203-294-7263 or educationservices@chime.org.

CHREF

This program is administered through 
CHA’s education affiliate.

In support of improving patient care, this activity has been planned and implemented by 
AXIS Medical Education and The Connecticut Hospital Association.  AXIS Medical Education is 
jointly accredited by the Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Education (ACCME), the 
Accreditation Council for Pharmacy Education (ACPE), and the American Nurses Credentialing 
Center (ANCC), to provide continuing education for the healthcare team.
 

Credit Designation for Nursing
AXIS Medical Education designates this continuing nursing education activity for 3.0 contact hours.

Learners are advised that accredited status does not imply endorsement by the provider or ANCC of any commercial 
products displayed in conjunction with an activity.

DISCLOSURE: The speakers and the members of the Planning Committee do not have any commercial or financial interest 
which would bias the presentation

Disclaimer  
Participants have an implied responsibility to use the newly acquired information to enhance patient outcomes and 
their own professional development. The information presented in this activity is not meant to serve as a guideline for 
patient management. Any procedures, medications, or other courses of diagnosis or treatment discussed in this activity 
should not be used by clinicians without evaluation of patient conditions and possible contraindications on dangers in 
use, review of any applicable manufacturer’s product information, and comparison with recommendations of other 
authorities.

Requirements for credit for nurses:  
•  Attend/participate in the educational activity and review all course materials. 
•  Complete the CE Declaration form online by 11:59 pm ET December 23, 2019. Instructions will be provided. If you do   
    not enter the online portal by the above date, you will not be able to retrieve your statement of participation. 
•  Upon successful completion of the online form, your statement of completion will be presented to you to print.


